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Public Cleanliness in 
Singapore1



• In the early days of 
independence, Singapore 
was in a poor sanitation 
condition with squatter 
housing, sprawling 
shophouses, unhygienic 
eateries and kampongs.

• Dirty and smelly streets

• Compromised food hygiene

• Undesirable living condition

IN THE EARLY DAYS

Reference from: National Environment Agency. 2012. 10th Anniversary Book. 



• It took many years of 
continuous efforts to rebuild 
Singapore into a clean city for 
all to enjoy. 

• Working together to improve 
cleanliness:
1. Good personal and 

public hygiene
2. Clean public toilets
3. Clean public areas – 

roads, pavements, back 
lanes, walkways, 
footpaths, footbridges, 
overhead bridges, 
underpasses, drains, 
waterways, playgrounds, 
parks, beaches. 

PRESENT DAY

Reference from: National Environment Agency. 2012. 10th Anniversary Book. 



Being Socially Responsible2



• The clean environment we enjoy today did not happen by chance
• You can do your part to keep Singapore clean
• Create a positive environment for you, your loved ones and friends to live in  
• Be socially responsible. You decide your living environment!

DOING YOUR PART TO KEEP SINGAPORE CLEAN

Reference from: National Environment Agency. 2011. Towards a Cleaner Singapore.



Public Hygiene – You and Me
• Littering
• High-Rise Littering
• Dining Out
• Clean Public Toilets
• 7 Good Public Hygiene Habits

3



• What constitutes littering?
• Depositing, dropping, placing, throwing 

items / articles of any kind into any public 
place, except in a dustbin or other receptable 
provided for the deposit of refuse and rubbish

• Keeping or leaving items / articles of any 
kind in any public place, except in a dustbin or 
other receptable provided for the deposit of 
refuse and rubbish

• Dropping, scattering, spilling of items / 
articles of liquid form onto any public place.

• Drying of items / articles of any kind in any 
public place

• Spitting of any substance or expel mucus 
from the nose upon or onto any public place

Littering is an offence and 
punishable by law! 

WHAT IS LITTERING?

Reference from: National Environment Agency. 
2011. Towards a Cleaner Singapore.



Reference from: National Environment Agency. 2011. Towards a Cleaner Singapore.



What are the common types of 
litter we see in public spaces?

• Tissue Paper

• Snack and Food packaging 
(e.g. chips wrappers, 
disposable meal boxes, etc.)

• Food waste / Food remnants 

• Plastic bags

• Receipts and flyers 

• Trash beside litter bins

COMMON TYPES OF LITTER

Look around you…
    are you living among litter? 



What happens if everybody litters? What will happen to our living 
environment?

CONSEQUENCES OF LITTERING

Dirty Smelly

Ugly Pests

Reference from: National Environment Agency. 
2011. Towards a Cleaner Singapore.



WHY DO PEOPLE LITTER?

Convenience

I can’t find 
a bin!

The bin is 
too far 
away..

Habit

I am used 
to it

Just lazy

Not My 
Problem

Not my 
home

Cleaners 
will clean 

up anyway

No One Is 
Looking

No one will 
catch me!

Follow 
Others

That’s 
what 

people are 
doing!

Just for fun

Reference from: National Environment Agency. 2011. Towards a Cleaner Singapore.



HIGH-RISE LITTERING

OH NO! 
MY CLEAN CLOTHES ARE 

DIRTY AGAIN!  
I AM SO ANGRY!

I WAS ALMOST HIT BY THE 
RUBBISH!

SO DANGEROUS, SMELLY AND 
DIRTY. 

RUINED MY DAY.



HIGH-RISE LITTERING

• Attracts rodents, pests (e.g. 
cockroaches), birds

• Dirties neighbour’s clothes

• Dirties environment and poses 
sanitation issues

• May cause injury to passer-by

What happens when you throw something out of the window?

High Rise Littering is an offence 
and punishable by law! 



COMMON HIGH-RISE LITTERING EXAMPLES

• Cigarette Butts

• Food Waste

• Used Tissue

• Dirty Water



HIGH-RISE LITTERING

BE A 
GOOD NEIGHBOUR 

TODAY! 
• Do not throw rubbish out of your 

house or window

• A clean and safe living space 
makes everyone happy 😃



IT’S US!

WHO CONTRIBUTES TO A CLEAN ENVIRONMENT?

• YOU are the one who can create 
a clean environment

• Cleaners work tirelessly to 
clean up after you

• Littering is wrong

• Be responsible for your own 
litter. Hold on to your litter until a 
litter bin is found.

• A clean environment starts from 
us

• Be the change today!  



CLEAN PUBLIC TOILETS

     Would you
 🡪 want to use
      this toilet?

Or this?🡪



CLEAN PUBLIC TOILETS

Tips to keep the toilet clean:

• Flush thoroughly even if in a hurry

• Keep the toilet seat clean for the next 
user

• Bin your litter properly

• After washing hands, keep your hands 
and the floor dry



GOOD TOILET HYGIENE

You are visiting a public toilet.. 
How can you keep it safe and clean?

Flush fully

Keep toilet 
seats clean

Keep floor dry 

Bin your litter

RECAP



DINING OUT – ARE YOU A CONSIDERATE DINER?

YOU ARE EXCITED to dine out with your family or friends! 
But wait a minute….what should we do to be a good and responsible diner?

Are you a CONSIDERATE diner?

Reference from: National Environment Agency. 2021.



DINING OUT – ARE YOU A CONSIDERATE DINER?

Let’s improve the dining 
experience for everyone



DINING OUT – PRACTISING GOOD DINING ETIQUETTE 

Wash your 
hands before 

and after eating

Keep the table neat 
and clean while 

eating

Do not spit out food on 
table and trays. Use a 
piece of tissue paper.

Throw used tissue paper into litter 
bins 

Do not leave dirty tissue paper or 
food remnants on trays, tables or 

other places. 

Return trays and keep tables clean 
for the next user. 

1 2 3

UGLY!!

GOOD



7 GOOD PUBLIC HYGIENE HABITS

Wash your hands 
frequently with 

soap

Monitor your 
temperature twice 

daily

Use tissue paper to 
cover your mouth 
when sneezing or 

coughing

Bin your litter

Return tray and 
crockery and keep 

table clean

Keep your 
surrounding 

clean

Keep toilets 
clean and dry



Conclusion4



CONCLUSION

• Every bit counts, even if it is 
just holding on to a piece of 
tissue paper until you find the 
nearest available bin.

• A clean environment can only 
come true if everyone works 
together.

• A clean environment starts with 
you and me.

• Be selfless, start today.



Additional Information 
for Teachers5



ACTIVITY IDEAS

• List cleanliness as one of the important values in school’s teaching.
• Incorporate cleanliness teaching in school curriculum and co-curriculum 

activities.
• Design educational materials on good public hygiene and cleanliness (e.g. 

posters, flyers, videos, songs, jingles etc).
• Place nudges / reminders around school campus (e.g. Wall murals, banners, 

wall-hanging stickers, footpath stickers, etc).
• Sharing sessions for students by students (e.g. skits, classroom discussions, 

assembly sharing, etc).
• Classroom activities (e.g. colouring activity, drawing, role play, etc).
• Discuss about news on cleanliness during assembly or classroom time.
• Appreciate and recognise cleaners’ hard work (e.g. tokens of appreciation, 

no-cleaners day).
• Be involved in cleaning of school campus, canteens, classrooms and have a 

roster to include all classes.
• Participate in workshops, learning journeys and tours to be inspired about 

keeping the environment clean.

Creating Awareness and Deepening Insights



ACTIVITY IDEAS

• Inter-schools programmes (e.g. primary school students design 
educational materials and conduct story-telling to educate 
pre-schoolers of a preschool in it’s precinct on clean habits, etc).

• Inter-schools competitions (e.g. cleanest canteen or toilet, most 
impactful cleanliness-themed wall mural or corner, art or music 
challenge etc).

• Sharing sessions for students from different schools to discuss 
on cleanliness

Collaborations with Other Schools

• Conduct litter-picking activities around the estate.
• Design cleanliness-themed game or exhibit and showcase at 

community spaces or events (e.g. wall decals, digital posters, 
façade paintings, standees).

• Be involved in community projects.

Going Beyond the School – Sharing Ownership in 
the Community



EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS

1. 7 Eco Habits Poster

2. Keep Singapore Clean Poster
English/Malay: 

http://www.cgs.gov.sg/docs/default-source/resources/ksc_youth_

engmly_fa-1908.pdf?sfvrsn=c5936a0f_4 

Chinese/Tamil: 

http://www.cgs.gov.sg/docs/default-source/resources/ksc_youth_c

hitml_fa-1508.pdf?sfvrsn=c1936a0f_4 3. Good Public Hygiene Poster
6. Clean Dining / Clean Tables Poster

5. Clean Toilet Poster

4. High-Rise Littering

http://www.cgs.gov.sg/docs/default-source/resources/ksc_youth_engmly_fa-1908.pdf?sfvrsn=c5936a0f_4
http://www.cgs.gov.sg/docs/default-source/resources/ksc_youth_engmly_fa-1908.pdf?sfvrsn=c5936a0f_4
http://www.cgs.gov.sg/docs/default-source/resources/ksc_youth_chitml_fa-1508.pdf?sfvrsn=c1936a0f_4
http://www.cgs.gov.sg/docs/default-source/resources/ksc_youth_chitml_fa-1508.pdf?sfvrsn=c1936a0f_4


EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS

8. Videos

Keep Our Environment Clean: 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYekcPPnJa8ZDWLYp9yVSrfoW6kSTQPtF 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYekcPPnJa8YvhpUtKRVeFOL1eNe8US2m 

Clean Toilet: 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYekcPPnJa8Yz2ECxxfipSytMiru6mP3k

Clean Dining / Clean Tables: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zn-kq9e3jS8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Z_RNv6HnM8 

7. Teacher’s resource pack:
https://go.gov.sg/cgteacherresource

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYekcPPnJa8ZDWLYp9yVSrfoW6kSTQPtF
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYekcPPnJa8YvhpUtKRVeFOL1eNe8US2m
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYekcPPnJa8Yz2ECxxfipSytMiru6mP3k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zn-kq9e3jS8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Z_RNv6HnM8
https://go.gov.sg/cgteacherresource


INFORMATION SOURCES
1.  Websites

• NEA (https://www.nea.gov.sg) 
• CGS (https://www.cgs.gov.sg) 
• SG Clean (https://www.sgclean.gov.sg) 
• MSE (http://mse.gov.sg) 
• MND (https://www.mnd.gov.sg) 

2.     Video
• Public Hygiene Council (Facebook Page)
• CleanGreenSingapore & Ministry of Sustainability and the Environment 

(YouTube Channels)
3.     Social Media

• Facebook - National Environment Agency (NEA), Clean & Green 
Singapore, Ministry of Sustainability and the Environment

• Instagram – @nea_sg, @msesingapore
• Telegram – @NEASingapore

4.     Mobile Application
• myENV app

5.     NEA Campaigns and Collaborations
• Stay updated on the latest developments from NEA. NEA will periodically 

inform schools on environmental campaigns via electronic direct mailers 
and social media. Schools may contact NEA for more information. 

https://www.nea.gov.sg/
https://www.cgs.gov.sg/
https://www.sgclean.gov.sg/
http://mse.gov.sg/
https://www.mnd.gov.sg/


Our Environment
Safeguard • Nurture • Cherish


